
English 10 Summer Assignment 
 
English 10 examines the hero’s journey, exploring how characters’ origins shape their destinies; how 
heroes overcome obstacles, find meaning in the detours, and discover their purposes; and how good 
villains are created. This summer, to help students foster an understanding of and develop the language 
with which to discuss these types of stories, you are invited to consider examples of creation, origin, and 
journey stories in modern literature and film.  
 
To this end, over the summer, rising tenth grade students should: 
 

1.​ Select and read ONE novel from the choices below: 

Akata Witch N. Okorofor 978-0142420911 Penguin Random 
House 

Children of Blood and Bone  T. Adeyemi 978-1250170972 Henry Holt &Co. 

Nation T. Pratchett 978-0061433030 Harper Collins 

 
2.​ Select and view ONE film from the choices below: 

Moana 2016 Disney PG 

Black Panther 2018 Marvel Studios PG-13 

 
3.​ Come to class next fall prepared to discuss the following questions:  

 
*To clarify, each student should BOTH read one novel AND watch one film.  

 
For the novel: 

●​ What is the creation story for the novel you chose? (i.e. How was the world created?)  
●​ In what way does the creation story help drive the plot of the novel? 
●​ In what way does the hero or heroine’s origin set the character on his/her journey and shape 

his/her experience on that quest? 
●​ How does the character grow or change as a result of his/her journey? 

 
For the film 

●​ What is the relationship like between the protagonist and his or her father? How does this 
relationship challenge and shape the hero’s journey? 

●​ In Black Panther, T’Challa refers to Erik as a “monster of our own making.” Moana reminds Te 
Ka, “You know who you are, who you truly are.” How did characters from the hero’s pasts create 
the antagonists? Does anything else fuel the antagonists’ journey? 

●​ In what way must the hero confront his or her origins? In what ways does s/he grow as a character 
over the course of this movie? 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/305219/akata-witch-by-nnedi-okorafor/9780142420911
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/305219/akata-witch-by-nnedi-okorafor/9780142420911
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250294623/childrenofbloodandbone/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/nation-terry-pratchett?variant=32206357495842

