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‭Letter of Introduction‬

‭Dear APUSH-ers:‬

‭Welcome to AP US History! I am so excited for the year ahead. APUSH is a jam-packed class that can‬
‭fundamentally change the way you think about the story of America. That is a good thing, but it also means that‬
‭we have a lot of history to cover, so we need to start early to make sure that we cover everything we need to in‬
‭time for the AP exam in May.‬

‭With that in mind, there is one assignment to complete over the summer: readings from the first three chapters‬
‭of the textbook and reading notes. This assignment covers the first period and a half of the course (APUSH is‬
‭divided into 9 periods that we will cover throughout the year); the information and topics in this reading will‬
‭provide a foundation for our activities and discussions in class during our first week of school.‬‭This assignment‬
‭is due on the first day of class.‬

‭Most homework assignments for the course–including the summer assignment–will be submitted through the‬
‭Google Classroom site (although you can always submit hard copies if you prefer). The class code for the site is:‬
‭di2b3bd‬

‭Please feel free to email me if you have any questions; my email address is‬‭bwright@stuartschool.org‬‭. I look‬
‭forward to a great year with all of you!‬

‭Best,‬
‭Dr. Wright‬
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‭Map of the United States‬

‭Geographical reasoning is important in this course; you need to know where states and territories are to‬
‭understand historical developments, tensions, and change over time, so please begin to familiarize yourself with‬
‭the map below:‬
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‭Summer Assignment‬

‭1.‬ ‭Read Chapters 1-3 of‬‭Give Me Liberty‬‭(Edition 7).‬‭This book is the required textbook for the course‬
‭that you will need to purchase for the year. I have provided a scan of the chapters here, but I strongly‬
‭recommend obtaining a copy of the whole textbook as soon as possible:‬

‭a.‬ ‭Chapter 1‬
‭b.‬ ‭Chapter 2‬
‭c.‬ ‭Chapter 3‬

‭2.‬ ‭Complete the reading notes on these chapters. These notes (like all that you will do this year) must be in‬
‭your own words. Aim to be concise but include specific details whenever possible. Notes can be in full‬
‭sentences or bullet points.‬

‭Please note‬‭: There will be a quiz on this material‬‭in the first two weeks of the school year.‬
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iv58R8Xd48aX3PnpLqI6v_Fip3udMaVL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JPmVHJzt62GsGFAB-19XRHj8jbGr_ftF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oaDueLpjRDv7DVK7cJdNLWeleU_0Q-Ii/view?usp=sharing


‭Summer Assignment Reading Notes‬

‭Instructions:‬‭Read Chapter 1 (“Old Worlds and New”),‬‭Chapter 2 (“European Colonies and Native Nations,‬
‭1600-1660”) and Chapter 3 (“Creating Anglo-America, 1660-1750”) in‬‭Give Me Liberty‬‭.‬‭All notes must be‬
‭paraphrased (in your own words), not copied directly from the textbook.‬

‭Key Terms from Chapter 1‬‭1‬

‭Term‬ ‭Brief Definition (in your own words)‬ ‭Explain the significance of this concept for this‬
‭period in American history.‬

‭Encomienda System‬‭2‬

‭The system of forced labor imposed in the Spanish colonies;‬
‭it granted powers to individual Spanish conquerors to‬
‭enslave Native Americans while also forcing Natives to‬
‭learn the Catholic religion and Spanish language.‬

‭This system exploited Native labor, leading to many Native‬
‭deaths, moral debates in Spain and international notoriety‬
‭(see the Black Legend), until it was finally replaced by the‬
‭slightly less oppressive repartimiento system.‬

‭Conquistadores‬

‭Columbian Exchange‬

‭Bartolomé de Las‬
‭Casas‬

‭Repartimiento‬
‭system‬

‭Black Legend‬

‭Pueblo Revolt (1680)‬

‭2‬ ‭This is an example of what an effective definition and significance statement could look like! This key term isn’t actually mentioned in‬
‭our textbook, but it is an important one for the period (and frequently is used by College Board in assessments).‬

‭1‬ ‭Please note that this section for “Key Terms” is where you define and explain key terms that are not directly addressed in the guided‬
‭notes that follow. If you see other bolded terms in the textbook, try to incorporate those terms into the graphic organizers whenever‬
‭possible. It is important to note specific concepts and specific examples of broader themes so that you might use them as evidence in free‬
‭response questions later on.‬
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‭Key Concept 1.1 —‬‭As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over‬
‭time, they developed distinct and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse‬
‭environments.‬‭3‬

‭Describe Native groups adapted to the natural conditions in the key regions of the Americas.‬

‭Geographical Area‬ ‭Identify groups/tribes in this area (if any‬
‭names are specifically named).‬

‭Describe how groups in this area adapted to‬
‭their environment. (Note, for example, diet and‬
‭social/political features.)‬

‭Mississippi Valley‬

‭The Southwest‬

‭The Northeast‬

‭The Pacific Coast‬

‭The Great Plains‬

‭3‬ ‭Key Concepts refer to the big ideas of the APUSH curriculum. These are used to structure these guided notes to help you organize the‬
‭specific historical information in the reading towards these broader takeaway points. In case you are curious, the complete concept‬
‭outline for the entire course is available‬‭here‬‭.‬
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https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-us-history-concept-outline-effective-fall-2019.pdf


‭Describe the common social, cultural, and economic characteristics of Native Americans prior to the arrival of‬
‭Europeans.‬

‭Area‬ ‭Describe the ideas and practices of Native Americans in this area. If appropriate, note any regional‬
‭or tribal variations.‬

‭Land/Property‬

‭Gender‬

‭Religion‬

‭Freedom‬

‭Slavery‬
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‭Key Concept 1.2 —‬‭Contact among Europeans, Native‬‭Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian‬
‭Exchange and significant social, cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean.‬

‭Compare the political, economic, and social characteristics of Africans and Europreans prior to the arrival of Europeans‬
‭in the Americas.‬

‭Africans‬ ‭Europeans‬

‭Politics & Power‬

‭Economics & Trade‬

‭Religion‬

‭Slavery & Freedom‬

‭Identify the causes of European exploration and conquest of the Americas and the effects of this conquest (and the‬
‭resulting Columbian Exchange) in the Americas and Europe.‬

‭Causes of European Exploration‬
‭& Conquest‬‭4‬

‭Effects of the Columbian Exchange in‬
‭the Americas‬

‭Effects of the Columbian Exchange in‬
‭Europe‬

‭4‬ ‭Note all causes or factors that contributed to this exploration and conquest (technological/economical, political, religious,‬
‭social/cultural).‬
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‭Key Concept 2.1 —‬‭Europeans developed a variety of colonization and migration patterns, influenced by‬
‭different imperial goals, cultures, and the varied North American environments where they settled, and they‬
‭competed with each other and American Indians for resources.‬

‭Describe motivations and characteristics of the major European empires in the Americas.‬

‭Empire‬ ‭Imperial Goals‬ ‭Region(s) Settled‬ ‭Social, economic, and‬
‭political conditions in this‬
‭region.‬

‭Relations with Native‬
‭Americans‬

‭Spanish‬

‭French‬

‭Dutch‬
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‭Key Terms for Chapter 2‬

‭Term‬ ‭Brief Definition (in your own words)‬ ‭Explain the significance of this concept for‬
‭this period in American history.‬

‭Indentured Servants‬

‭Headright System‬

‭House of Burgesses‬

‭Anglo-Powhatan Wars‬
‭(1609-1646)‬

‭Plantation‬

‭Puritans‬

‭Pilgrims‬

‭Mayflower Compact‬
‭(1620)‬

‭The Great Migration‬

‭Half-Way Covenant‬
‭(1660s)‬
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‭Key Concept 2.2 —‬‭The British colonies participated in political, social, cultural, and economic exchanges‬
‭with Great Britain that encouraged both stronger bonds with Britain and resistance to Britain’s control.‬

‭Describe the factors/causes that contributed to English colonization of the Americas.‬

‭Political Causes for English‬
‭Colonization‬

‭Social & Religious Causes for English‬
‭Colonization‬

‭Economic Causes for English‬
‭Colonization‬

‭Describe the characteristics of the English colonial regions in the Chesapeake and New England. Note any specific‬
‭events or developments relevant to each characteristic where relevant.‬

‭The Chesapeake‬ ‭New England‬

‭Motivations for‬
‭Settlements/Settlers‬

‭Settler Groups‬

‭Political Structures‬

‭Economic Conditions‬

‭Relations with Native‬
‭Americans‬

‭Gender Relations &‬
‭Conditions‬
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‭Internal Tensions or‬
‭Conflicts‬

‭Major Figures/Persons‬
‭(with brief descriptions)‬

‭Major Events (with brief‬
‭descriptions)‬

‭Based on the reading and the chart above, compare/contrast the Chesapeake and New England regions in the 17th‬
‭century.‬

‭Compare (identify similarities between) these regions‬ ‭Contrast (identify differences between) these regions‬

‭Economy:‬ ‭Economy:‬

‭Society:‬ ‭Society:‬

‭Politics/Government:‬ ‭Politics/Government:‬
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‭Key Terms from Chapter 3‬

‭Term‬ ‭Brief Definition (in your own words)‬ ‭Explain the significance of this concept for‬
‭this period in American history.‬

‭King Philip’s War (or‬
‭Metacom’s War)‬‭5‬

‭(1675-78)‬

‭Mercantilism‬

‭Bacon’s Rebellion‬
‭(1676-77)‬

‭The Glorious‬
‭Revolution (1688-89)‬

‭The Salem Witch Trials‬
‭(1692-93)‬

‭Staple Crops‬

‭Anglicization‬

‭5‬ ‭Please note: This information is described in the‬‭introductory section of the chapter (before the first section).‬
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‭Describe the development of the mercantilist system in the British colonies.‬

‭Development‬ ‭Goals: Describe the Major Aims‬
‭of this Development‬

‭Description: Summarize this‬
‭Development‬

‭Effects: Describe the Major‬
‭Impacts of this Development‬

‭(Note all economic AND‬
‭political impacts)‬

‭The Navigation Acts‬
‭(1651, 1660)‬

‭The Lords of Trade‬

‭The Dominion of‬
‭New England‬

‭Analysis: Explain how ANY ONE of the developments above is an example of mercantilism.‬
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‭Describe conditions and characteristics of the British colonies founded in the mid-1600s.‬

‭New York‬ ‭Carolina‬ ‭Pennsylvania‬

‭Describe the‬
‭Developments/Factors‬
‭Leading to the‬
‭Founding of this‬
‭Colony‬

‭Describe the Political‬
‭Conditions in the‬
‭Colony‬
‭(Rights/Liberties and‬
‭System of Government)‬

‭Describe this Colony’s‬
‭Relations with Native‬
‭Americans‬

‭Describe The‬
‭Treatment and‬
‭Conditions of Black‬
‭People in this Colony‬

‭15‬



‭Describe the causes/factors contributing to the spread of slavery in the British colonies.‬

‭Identify & Describe‬
‭Cultural/Ideological Causes‬‭of‬

‭American Slavery‬

‭Identify & Describe‬
‭Economic Causes‬‭of‬

‭American Slavery‬

‭Identify & Describe‬
‭Social/Political Causes‬‭of‬

‭American Slavery‬

‭Identify and describe major developments and trends related to Native Americans in the British colonies during the 17th‬
‭and 18th centuries. Be sure to note and define/describe any specific events or people/groups.‬
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‭Describe the general social and political conditions and characteristics in the British colonies during the 18th century.‬

‭Description of this aspect during the 18th century. Note any regional variation/differences.‬

‭Immigration‬
‭(Who is coming?‬
‭Why? Where are‬

‭they settling?)‬

‭Religious‬
‭Diversity &‬
‭Toleration‬

‭Regional‬
‭Diversity‬

‭(What regions‬
‭are growing?‬
‭What is the‬

‭state/condition‬
‭of cities?)‬

‭Socio-Economic‬
‭Classes‬

‭Women &‬
‭Family Life‬
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